29 APR  2000

Maple Ridge , B.C.

                           SAR Advisory Regional Communications Sub-committee

· This group met in Maple Ridge at the Rescue Hall from 09.30 to l2.30 hrs and the following teams were represented:  Maple Ridge,  Central Fraser  Valley. Chilliwack,  Surrey, Coquitlam , Squamish ,  Lions Bay and Kent Harrison,
· The agenda was as noted below with no additions to same from the floor.  A Committee chairperson  was struck through due democratic process and the successful candidate was Roy FAWCETT,  of Chilliwack SAR.
AGENDA

· Radio Frequencies, Repeaters, Mutual Aid Agreements, Radio Advisory Committee and a demonstration of  the “Search Manager Software Communications module”

The discussion on the first 3 subjects terminated with a recommendation that it might be very beneficial to have have all teams handheld radios programmed the same for the first 6 channels.  This would save team member and search managers a great deal of confusion in the event there was a multi-team SAR scenario. The channel configurations recommended are as noted below.

Channel                   Identification            TX                       RX                  PL Tone

      1                          Pep –1                 l49:495                  149.495

      2                          Pep – 2                149.525                 149.525

      3                          Pep – 3                l48.655                  l48.655

      4                          Pep – 4                148.685                 l48.685

      5                     North Shore – l         l58.865                 l58.865                  l27.3

      6                     North  Shore – 2       l58.9l0                  l58.9l0                   l27.3

For the teams that have repeater coverage, Rick Laing of Maple Ridge SAR has offered to produce a map from a computer program he has that would show your repeater coverage.   All he requires is the Lat and Long of your repeater site and either the Lat and Long of your repeater range in every direction or identify these areas by landmark.

NOTE:
The Provincial Emergency Kit has the necessary software to re program many of the portable radios that teams have.  If you require and assistance contact Rick LAING.

· There was a lengthy discussion on the role of the PEP Radio Advisory Committee and its role as it refers to Search and Rescue.  A spin off of this discussion was a recommendation that SAR groups consider liasing with the Radio Amateurs in their area as they might be able to fill a radio communications role on a task thereby freeing up trained SAR members.  Several teams already avail themselves of this  community-based resource.
· Martin COLWELL gave a demonstration of the Communications module of the Search Manager  Software and he is hoping to have this available for distribution sometime in the next 4-6 months.
· NEXT  MEETING

The group felt that there were enough opened ended topics on the table to warrant and meeting this fall.   A date some time around the l5 OCT 2000 will be set consistent with availability of the those present.  Rick LAING offered to host the meeting again and as it is a fairly central location everyone was in agreement.

Roy Fawcett (Chairperson)

